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think model



hy remodel a home when you can just
sell it and move into one that has the
features you want? Its a great question,
and there are situations where selling
and moving may be the way to go. But
when you look at what’s happening these
days, environmentally and in the real estate
markets, there are some really strong argu-
ments for staying put and remodeling to create
the features and lifestyles we want — without the
ost and hassle of moving.

Do you really need to sell when home prices
are so volatile? Will tougher mortgage require-
ments make finding a buyer difficult or impos-
sible? With new homes in a downsizing trend,

maybe your home is large enough after all. So

before you make that move, consider some of the

benefits of a remodel:

dm Remodeling can create a competitive advan-
tage when it finally is time to sell.

om Converting to natural gas during a remodel
can save you money and improve your

homes resale value.

Savings are available through tax credits for

energy-efficiency improvements.

Improving efficiency is good for your bot-

tom line because it cuts your home’s operat-

ing cost.

Reducing your carbon footprint is good for

everyone — including our children and

future ge ions to come.

So you can have that modern new kitchen
right where you are — and save money and
energy as well. The more than 32,000 pounds
of carbon 1 1 in powering a homes high-
efficiency furnace, water heater and cooking range

with electricity is almost five times the carbon
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released using high-efficiency natural gas appliances. And the
nearly 100y of natural gas supply we have right now,
according to the American Gas Association, will provide us with
many decades of cleaner air and lower greenhouse emissions.
‘What’s more, new technology will likely mean an even greater
supply of natural gas in the future.

And while its all well and good to remodel for the sake
of being environmentally friendly, its okay to have your own
interests at heart When selling and moving eventually

)

becomes a necessity, 50 percent of new homeowners believe

gas appliances are more economical than electric models,

leading to natural gas homes commanding a 4 percent price
premium. And the chef-in-residence will almost always prefer
gas Lo electricity for cooking. In short, it will likely be easier to
sell a natural gas home

Comfort is also an important factor to consider during
a remodel, and the decision between a heat pump and a gas
furnace demands a comfort comparison. Heat pumps are
T e air conditioners in winter, and a heat pump’s outd
unit tends to build up frost and ice, requiring the system to

ycle, the unit

undergo periodic defrosting. During the defrost cy
switches back to an indoor air conditioning system and turns

on strip electric heaters to warm the cold air. Its not an efficient

What about the cost to convert to gas appliances? It
nparable to replacing old electric appliances with new ones,
and energy-efficiency tax credits can make gas very affordable
for any remodel project:
dm Qualifying natural gas furnaces and hot water !

eligible for a 30 percent tax credit, up to $1,500.

In addition, most states have federal and state funds avail-

able for high-efficien liance rebates. EnergySave

gov maps out these rebates by state.

So keep yourself from having to stress out trying to sell
your home, pack up and hire movers. Remodel instead and
reap the benefits — get the kitchen of your dreams and take
advantage of natural gas for its many benefits and for the future

of our planet.

Get more information on
the benefits of natural

gas and on how to
convert your home at
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CHANGE YOUR FOCUS
WHEN LOOKING FOR A

NEW HOME

House hunting is an exciting adventure,

offering prospective homebuyers
an opportunity to look at beauti-
fully staged family rooms, kitchens
stocked with every cook’s needs,
and bathrooms anyone would love
to spend some time soaking in. It’s also
a great chance for home shoppers to look

for all the features they've ever dreamed of in

a house, ranging from granite counters to
vaulted ceilings. But while the cosmetic
features are important, they shouldn’t
be the primary focus. Many potential
buyers neglect the importance of some
other crucial home features, a sad truth
that becomes clear once they’ve signed
on the dotted line and actually moved in.
So be sure to do your due diligence before
it’s too late — that model home may look perfect
for you, but have you thought about factors such
as the home’s energy efficiency, including water
heating, the second-largest energy consumer in

a household? BY JIM KIMMONS
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